Newsletter   Comunn nan Còisirean Gàidhlig

January  2008

[image: image1.jpg]




Slàinte agus fàilte gu a h-uile duine!

President’s Message
Bliadhna mhath ùr dhiubh uile.

Well, the Mod in Fort William was a great success in the opinion of most people attending - as evidenced  by the Mod being voted “Event of the Year” in the Traditional Music Awards.

One or two minor problems - such as the running of the Puirt and Ladies Choir competitions consecutively on both Thursday and Friday and the knock-on effect on the afternoon’s competitions - have been drawn to the attention of An Comunn, but overall it was certainly one of the best Mods of recent years, but we are firmly of the opinion that this an event for singing and not for speeches.

This was also the opportunity for all choirs to wish Hamish Menzies well in his retirement as Conductor of Dingwall Gaelic Choir. I was honoured to be invited to the special night the choir had for Hamish at the beginning of December, which was first class, thanks mainly to the work done by Alison, Donna and Kirsteen.

Since the Mod my own choir has been busy making a new CD and taking part in the television programme of Christmas carols along with Glasgow Islay, Govan and Cumbernauld. We were also pleased to be asked to open the Edinburgh  ‘Night Afore’ event in George Street on 30th December.

There are still a few matters outstanding with An Comunn - representation of the Association on the Mod Music Committee and the difference between the guidance to adjudicators and to choirs with regard to whether pieces can be sung a tone or a semitone either way, but we are confident that Janet Macdonald. Mod Convenor will get these resolved.

Those of you who have ordered Sibelius copies of the music will be aware they have not yet been delivered despite having been promised by December. I have written to Murdo about this and also about the fact that An Comunn is charging more for this than for the printed copy, although it should be cheaper to produce. 

I have also written to Anne MacDiarmid, Convenor of the Mod Music Committee about the many mistakes in the prescribed piece for the Male Voice Competition for 2008 - the sol-fa for baritone and bass is an octave out throughout the piece and there are numerous other errors in the sol-fa. I have asked for this piece to be re-printed properly.

May 2008 be a successful year of choral singing.

Kenneth Thomson

President

Masterclass, 2008 – 10th May

The Association has confirmed arrangements for a Masterclass for member choirs to be held in the Centre for Contemporary Arts (C.C.A) in Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, on Saturday, 10th May, 10.00 – 4.00pm.  Marilyn Smith & Calum Ross, both of the RSAMD will be exploring the gaelic and music elements of songs to be chosen by them.  

When a class was held two years ago in the RSAMD it was informative and exciting for everyone who attended and we all left the building wishing that more of our individual choir members had had the chance to attend such a truly worthwhile experience. Members young and old, of all abilities, learned something new.  This time we have decided to include the Gaelic language and Marilyn and Calum will be co-operating beforehand to prepare something so that everybody will gain from the day.  

The cost will be £25 per person, including morning and afternoon coffees and a lunch.  This cost is heavily subsidised by the Association.  An Application Form is attached.

We need choirs to encourage their choristers to come forward and take part and invite member choirs to forward names by Monday, 24th March.   
This is an opportunity NOT to be missed.


CHOIR CHANGES

Edinburgh Saltire Gaelic Choir has appointed Seonaid McDonald as its new Conductor and we all wish Seonaid well.

Dingwall Gaelic Choir – Following AGM in December Jim MacKinnon is the new President.  Phemie Cameron, 19 Telford Gardens, Dingwall IV15 9UR is the new Secretary.

Govan Gaelic Choir – Isobel Ross, 24 Ardlui Gardens, Milngavie, G62 7RL, is new Secretary.


Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association

To celebrate Kenneth’s 25th anniversary as Conductor, a special CONCERT will be held in the RSAMD, Renfrew Street, Glasgow, at 7.30pm on Saturday, 29th March.  All the choral songs will be his arrangements and the soloists will all be gold medallists.

An Comunn Gaidhealach - Murdo Morrison
Mod 2008 Update

Massed Choirs in Falkirk will take place on Saturday morning 18 October.  Lyle Kennedy to liaise between Falkirk Mod Committee and Comunn nan Coisirean.

The official Mod website is currently being updated.  Contact Murdo Morrison on 07803 609774 for information.

Janet MacDonald, Mod Convenor, is currently working on a revision of the Mod Syllabus and Rules and hopes to have these available following a meeting of An Comunn Board on 31st January. 

Mod 2010

Provisional dates for Mod 2010 in Caithness are 8 – 16 October 2010 (to be confirmed after 31st January)

Sibelius

The Board of An Comunn Gaidhealach agreed at its meeting on September 11th 2007 that Mod 2008 Music should be available in Sibelius format as well as in paper format as usual. This was included in the Mod 2008 Music Order forms.

 

In agreeing to this the Board recognised that this is what a number of choirs would prefer. An Comunn Gaidhealach Development Officers and the Convener of the Royal National Mod have all been involved at various stages and remain involved in trying to progress this issue to a satisfactory conclusion for all concerned.

Homecoming Scotland 2009

Homecoming Scotland is an initiative aimed at attracting expat Scots and those with Scots ancestry or who have a love for Scotland to come back to Scotland in 2009. There is funding available for themed events and I would be interested in hearing either from individual Gaelic Choirs or from CnCG with any ideas they might have which could attract funding and which could be staged either during Mod 2009 in Oban or outwith the Mod period. The deadline for applications to the Programme is Tuesday 26th February 2008 and further information can be obtained from www.homecomingscotland.com. I can be contacted on 07803 609774 or 01463 709705 or via email on murdo@the-mod.co.uk

OBAN MOD, 2009
Lochs Gaelic Choir need accommodation in Oban or area.  It may be that a choir already booked in could find they are likely to have to cancel their booking.  Please let Lochs Choir know and they would be very grateful.  If anyone can help in any way, please contact cmmorisson@btinternet.com.

Celtic Colours International Festival

The Association were very interested that Joy Dunlop went to Cape Breton for the International Festival, and some people expressed an interest in finding out more about it as they thought choirs might be interested in going to Cape Breton now that Mod Vancouver is in abeyance and this is her report.

Some may know that I spent 6 months last year on secondment from my post as Gaelic development officer for An Comunn Gaidhealach working in Mabou, Cape Breton and it was through this that I was lucky enough to be asked back to perform at the Celtic Colours International Festival in October. This event takes place every year in October [dates are 10-18th for 2008] and is a truly incredible nine days of Celtic music, singing and dancing from around the globe. 

Similar to Celtic Connections it features artists from throughout the Celtic nations and its beauty for a visitor is these events take place in venues throughout the island. The festival is filled with a mixture of concerts, workshops and dances and this is a fantastic way to explore every part of Cape Breton. The autumn colours are particularly glorious at this time of year - even better when the rain stays off! You do however need a vehicle as most areas cannot be reached by public transport.

This was my second visit to the festival and like the last time, I thoroughly enjoyed myself. I found the people kind and welcoming and the venues and performers were of the highest standard. I loved exploring new areas that I’d not previously seen and for those with high stamina levels the after hours festival club is a must. If only the Mod ran all night breakfasts!

However, my one warning to Gaelic choirs would be that if you are expecting copious Mod style choir sing-a-longs [or sing-a-longs in general] then you will be disappointed. There is not a strong Gaelic singing tradition there any more and definitely no choirs to be found.  However, it’s always possible to make your own entertainment and Cape Bretoners love a spontaneous cèilidh!  There are always opportunities though to dust off those òran luaidh and try your hand at a milling frolic, which are thoroughly enjoyable.

If you are brave enough to travel so close to Mod week then I would definitely advise a trip to the festival, it is well worth the effort for the memories. For more information see

 www.celtic-colours.com or email info@celtic-colours.com.


DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Provincial Mods 2008

16/17 May
     Stirling Provincial Mod

(Junior Piping & Fiddle on Friday) and Junior/Senior Oral, Solo & Choral on Saturday

Contact Rhona Morrison on 0141 334 0649 or email rhonamorrison@aol.com
7 June 

     Sutherland & Caithness Provincial Mod

in Bettyhill, Sutherland.  Junior & Senior competitions during the day with Gala Concert and usually a Ceilidh in the evening  

Contact Jeanette MacKay, Honeysuckle Cottage, Strathy, by Thurso KW14 7RZ.    Tel  01641 541 275

12/13 September
     Mull Provincial Mod, Tobermory

Contact Riona Whyte on 01680 300551

riona.whyte@hotmail.com
20 September           Dalriada Provincial Mod, Lochgilphead Contact Christine Johnston 01546 602024

christine@beinnbhan.freeserve.co.uk
Other Events 

Week beg Monday, 24th March     Pan Celtic Festival in County Donegal, Ireland.  

23rd February   
Isle of Mull Gaelic Choir Ceòl nan Còisir.    The Isle of Mull Hotel, Craignure, 8.30pm

Workshop on Saturday 1.00 – 4.00pm. Please advise Riona how many will be attending  riona.white@hotmail.com
Accommodation is available at the Isle of Mull Hotel at £25pp and a 2-course Dinner at £10.95. Bookings should be made directly with the hotel on 0870 950 6267

1st March
Inaugural Ceilidh/Dance of the new Caithness Branch of An Comunn being held in MacKay’s Hotel,Wick at 7.30pm.Contact graham.cameron@ukaea.org.uk
18 – 20 April
Cuirm nan Coisirean in Poolewe Village Hall.  Contact Mairi MacNeil 01445 731 374 

or Ann Jones 01445 731 485 badfearn@chelseabroadband.com
25th April
Feis nan Coisir in Stornoway Town Hall

Contact Amy Macaulay on 07877 201973


Falkirk Mod – Sponsored Walk

A minimum of 12 people, including Falkirk Provost Pat Reid will walk a 104 mile route from Fort William (Mod venue 2007) to Falkirk (Mod venue 2008). The walkers will follow the drove routes from Fort William, with a re-enactment of the cattle droves planned for the final leg of the journey to the Falkirk Wheel. The walk will take 7 days and there will be fundraising ceilidhs held in all the stopping off points along the way.
 
Organisers are looking for businesses, groups or individuals to sponsor each mile for £20. Each sponsor’s name will be added to the dedicated website, www.mod2008sponsoredwalk.co.uk
until all 104 miles are sponsored.
 
If you would like to sponsor a mile, or two, please contact the Mod 2008 Fundraising Convener, Alan Rankine on 01236 733398 or send a cheque to the address below, payable to An Comunn Gaidhealach (Falkirk Branch) along with a brief note stating name details, logo required etc that you wish to appear on the website:   

Falkirk Mod 2008 Fundraising Convenor 

48 Turnberry Gardens, Westerwood, Cumbernauld, G68 0AZ


LATEST INFORMATION regarding the Sibelius CDs.  

The problem is there are copyright complications in distribution of audio files, which of course had not been anticipated.   Discussion is going on at the moment with the MCPS and it is hoped the matter will be resolved very soon.  Philip Page has now started to make the files (up until now he would not begin until the copyright issue was sorted out) and it is hoped to have the CDs out in the next couple of weeks.  

Janet Macdonald

Mod Convenor

28th January


Thanks to Kenneth Thomson, Murdo Morrison, Raymond Bremner, Joy Dunlop, Janet Macdonald and everybody who has contributed or been contacted for information to try to ensure all is as accurate as possible.
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